
LEARN MORE 1 
Sexual violence occurs with great frequency:  
 More than one third of Canadian women report having had a least one experience of sexual assault since the age of 16.1 2 
 51% of all Canadian women have experienced at least one incident of sexual or physical violence.3 
 About 20% of women experiencing spousal violence reported at least one incident of sexual assault. 4   
 Women living with disabilities are four times more likely to have experienced sexual assault than women without disabilities.5  
 Studies suggest 15% to 25% of university and college students will experience some form of sexual assault during their academic career.6 7  
 In 1997 Health Canada found that 57% of Aboriginal women had been sexually abused.8 Studies also suggest that assaults against Indigenous women are 

not only more frequent, they are also often particularly brutal.9 
 Recent Ontario research shows that 20% of trans Ontarians have been the targets of physical or sexual assaults because they are trans, and another 34% 

have experienced verbal harassment or threats. 10  
 A new U.S. study shows that on average, 43 percent of lesbian and bisexual women and 30 percent of gay and bisexual men reported having experienced 

at least one form of sexual assault during their lifetimes. 11 
 In a 1993 national survey, 23% of Canadian women reported that they had encountered work-related sexual harassment in their lifetime.12 
 In a 2007 report on homelessness by Street Health Toronto, 21% of women experienced sexual assault in the past year and 36% experienced sexual 

harassment. 100% of trans-identified people experienced sexual harassment. Women living on inadequate welfare benefits live in unsafe housing, such as 
squats and shelters, and are more vulnerable to rape and sexual harassment”.13  

 According to the Canadian Mental Health Association (2006), 49% of homeless women are survivors of childhood sexual abuse. 14 
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 In 2010, police-reported data showed that males accounted for 12% of sexual assault victims. 15 In 2003 this was 8%16  
 In 2005, 6 out of 10 victims who reported being sexually assaulted were under 17.17 
 In Canada up to three quarters of Aboriginal girls under the age of 18 have been sexually assaulted.18 
 Globally, young people—both girls and boys—experience significant levels of sexual coercion. An overview of studies in 21 countries (mostly developed) 

found that up to 36 per cent of women and up to 29 per cent of men reported sexual victimization during childhood.19  
 About 600 women and children are trafficked into Canada each year for the purposes of sexual exploitation.20  
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